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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council
held in the Council Chamber and via Microsoft Teams on
Wednesday, 18 January 2023 at 4pm

____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:			Councillor Turlough Mc Govern, Cathaoirleach

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Councillors –John Browne, PJ Reilly, Gerry Warnock, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Colin Dalton, Mark Casey, Gerry Hagan, Paul Ross, Pat O’Toole, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, Peggy Nolan, Gerard Farrell, Uruemu Adejinmi, Martin Monaghan and Paraic Brady 
    			                       
IN ATTENDANCE:             	Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive
				Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services
				Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services
				Ms. Samantha Healy, Director of Services
				Ms. Fema Farrell, A/ Head of Finance/Director of Services
				Mr. Michael Nevin, A/Director of Services
	
APOLOGIES:	            Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services
				

MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:	Claire McNabola



ADOPTION OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk121854204]On the proposal of Councillor John Browne, seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14 December 2022, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.


MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
None. 


DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

None.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT

Noted.  

Councillor Peggy Nolan highlighted the reduction in the out of hours service from MIDOC in County Longford.  Councillor Nolan expressed her frustration with the way the news was communicated to the people of Longford and the Elected Members by the Health Service Executive (HSE).  Councillor Nolan noted that she was extremely disappointed with how the HSE dealt with the situation.  Councillor Nolan expressed her gratitude and appreciation on behalf of the people of Longford to the GP’s in County Longford who stepped in to provide the out of hours service.    

The matter was supported by Councillor Seamus Butler, Councillor Gerry Warnock and Councillor PJ Reilly who complimented the MIDOC service for all the care they have provided over the years.  

Councillor Paraic Brady echoed the words of his colleagues and expressed his anger over the situation, he advised he will be attending the HSE Health Forum later this month and will get answers and a resolution to the matter.  

Councillor Seamus Butler congratulated Longford part-time fire fighters who retired recently and those who received long service recognition awards.  He complimented them for their dedication and commitment to the service over the years.  He asked for the support of employers in providing the flexibility required to the Retained Firefighters.  Councillor Turlough McGovern also congratulated the retired staff.  

Councillor Gerry Warnock requested an update from Management on the Canal Gateway Project.  Director John Brannigan confirmed that funding opportunities were being explored.
Councillor Peggy Nolan asked Director John Brannigan could the Water Feature in the Albert Reynolds Peace Park be repaired.  John confirmed that this would be looked in to.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 8 NOVEMBER 2022 – AS CIRCULATED

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 8 November 2022, as circulated, were noted. 

HOUSING, PLANNING, REGENERATION AND CAPITAL PROJECTS
Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since last meeting of the Council were noted.




Consideration of disposal of Property at Gaigue, Ballinamuck, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 22 December 2022 – as circulated
On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady, seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, the members unanimously agreed to dispose of the Property at Gaigue, Ballinamuck, County Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 22 December 2022.

COMMUNITY, LIBRARIES AND CULTURAL SERVICES, CORPORATE AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Consideration of Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003) – as circulated
Barbara Heslin provided an overview of the report and outlined the key achievements and highlights.  On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Progress Report on the Irish Language Scheme (Official Languages Act, 2003), as circulated.
Consideration and adoption of Annual Service Delivery Plan 2023 – as circulated
Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, acknowledged the work by those sections who had completed their plans.  Paddy emphasised the importance of the service delivery plan and the impact it has on the operational aspect of the Council, he said that the Council’s focus now needed to move to the development of team plans and the rollout of individual performance development plans.

Barbara Heslin outlined the structure of the report and informed the members that the Service Delivery Plan as presented contained over 260 strategic objectives.  It reflected the specific objectives and tasks for the coming year and guides each section through their 2023 priorities and focuses on the areas that need to be invested in.  The plan includes specific performance indicators for each section, including both local and national indicators.  These will be reported on during and at the end of the year.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler, seconded by Councillor Colm Murray the members unanimously agreed to adopt the plan as presented.

Councillor Seamus Butler complemented the comprehensive Service Delivery Plan for 2023 and acknowledged the work involved in the preparation and delivery of this plan for adoption.



Item referred from Placemaking Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on 14 December 2022:
Consideration of draft Creative Ireland Strategy – as circulated.
The members welcomed County Librarian Martina Needham to the meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk125201792]Barbara Heslin briefed the members on the Creative Ireland Strategy for County Longford.  Martina Needham responded to the question raised by the Members and provided a detailed outline of the key pillars in the plan.  

Councillor Seamus Butler complemented the plan and the Creative Ireland team in Longford.  He suggested that consideration be given to the provision of an arts and cultural centre in the County.  Martina confirmed that this can be considered as part of the arts Strategy which is currently being developed.  

Councillor Pat O’Toole suggested that Government provide funding for programmes such as Longford Live and Local as this would provide welcome support for cultural events in the county.  Barbara asked the Elected Members and Oireachtas Members support such a call at national level.

Councillor Peggy Nolan suggested that support for piping music classes be explored as this might help the longevity of the Longford Pipe Band.  Martina agreed to explore this through Music Generation and also outlined a proposal to capture the music legacy of the Pipe band.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Turlough McGovern the members unanimously agreed to adopt the plan as presented. 

Approval to the appointment of Ms. Veronica Brennan, nominee of the Health Service Executive, to replace Ms Valerie Hand as a member of Longford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC)
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi the members unanimously agreed to approve the appointment. 

Consideration of Civic Reception – All-Ireland winning Longford Slashers Ladies Football Team together with World Champions of  Junk Kouture, from Cnoc Mhuire Secondary School Granard

On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady the members unanimously agreed to hold a joint Civic Reception.  The date to be agreed with the Cathaoirleach and Chief Executive and confirmed to the recipients.   

Political Donations - Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999, as amended - Members of Local Authorities – as circulated
It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the Meetings Administrator before 31 January 2023.



Political Donations - Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999, as amended – Third Parties – as circulated
Noted. 

Proposed agreement of friendship and cooperation with the office of the Maryland Secretary of State
Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, gave the members an overview of the recent meeting which was held with the Delegation from the Maryland Secretary of State. The focus of the delegation was on creating links with the equine industry and the delegation met with other counties to explore opportunities for cooperation.  The links with Baltimore and Longford were highlighted during the meeting and the delegation visited the site of the Lady Baltimore statue.  Paddy outlined some of the positive benefits that would come from this agreement.
Paddy explained that this was a draft agreement of friendship and cooperation between the Office of the Maryland Secretary of State and Longford County Council.  While not a twinning agreement, it presented an opportunity to explore the possibility of a future formal arrangement between Longford and the State of Maryland.  
Councillor Colm Murray welcomed the development and said that it provided opportunities to develop links with the State of Maryland.  He said it had the support of both the current Governor and Secretary of State in Maryland.  
Councillor Seamus Butler said that the emphasis of the agreement should be on commerce and focus on doing business in the US.  He highlighted that there was no budget to support the agreement in the 2023 budget. 

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler the members unanimously agreed to sign the agreement. 

Notice of Motion, as submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:
The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Uruemu Adejinmi.  
“That Longford County Council includes for the enablement of a suitably serviced site in the Longford Town area in the current Capital Budget to assist the construction of the IDA commitment for an Advanced Industrial Facility.”

Response
Longford County Council submitted a number of site options to the IDA in 2022, including sites in the Longford Town area. The IDA remains committed to the project and is meeting the executive in the next few weeks with a view to progressing the project. Any capital commitment required in relation to site provision can be determined through discussion with the IDA and, subject to approval by the Elected Members, be provided for in the Capital budget 2023 to 2025.


INFRASTRUCTURE AND INNOVATION

Deputation – Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Director of Services Samantha Healy informed the members that Longford County Council have contacted Transport Infrastructure Ireland requesting a date for a deputation and once this is confirmed, the members will be notified and agree the delegates to attend.

Councillor Colm Murray suggested that the proposed meeting with TII be held in person.  The delegation will include the Cathaoirleach together with 2 Elected Members from each of the Municipal Districts, and cross-party representation.

Councillor Mick Cahill suggested that the topics for the meeting agenda be limited and the issues raised have a strategic focus.

Notice of Motion, as submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder:
The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Martin Monaghan 
[bookmark: _Hlk124253721]“That Longford County Council request the Minister Eamonn Ryan and Minister of State Jack Chambers to meet a representative deputation of Council members to highlight the urgency of the N4 from Mullingar to the Leitrim border improvement programme. Further fatalities are inevitable until this vital section of infrastructure is put in place.”

Response

The members agreed to write to Minister Eamon Ryan and Minister of State Jack Chambers to meet with representatives from Longford County Council. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124938241]CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence dated 12 December 2022 received from the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage Re. Notice of Motion from Councillor Gerry Warnock on affordable housing– as circulated was noted.

Correspondence dated 8 December 2022 received from the Minister of State for Housing, Local Government and Heritage Re. Notice of Motion from Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi on additional resources for the Planning Department – as circulated was noted

TRAINING

Report from the Corporate Policy Group on training was noted.




This concluded the business of the meeting.


                    
Signed: _______________________
              Claire McNabola
              Meetings Administrator


Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8 February 2023.
 
                   
Signed: _______________
             Cathaoirleach.
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